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REMARKS 

In response to the Restriction Requirement of October 3, 2003, Applicants hereby 
elect to prosecute the claims in Group II, with traverse. 

The inventions in Group II and Group IV as classified by the Examiner are 
basically a single invention. Both of these groups claim a method for the estimation of 
COD. The mere reference to different tables depending upon the varied dilutions cannot 
serve to make them separate and distinct inventions. The fundamental governing 
principle in both are exactly the same. Also, the steps involved in the methodology are 
identical, except for the reference to different tables as mentioned previously. Thus, 
Applicants strongly maintain that the segregation of the claims of Group II and Group IV 
are unwarranted and should be withdrawn. 

In addition, Applicants find no reference or disposition in the Office Action with 
respect to claim 46. The Examiner is requested to address this issue in his next Office 
15 Action. 

Applicants expressly reserve the right to file one or more divisional applications 
directed to the non-elected claims. 
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Please charge any fees which may be due to our Deposit Account No. 01-0035. 



ABELMAN, FRAYNE & SCHWAB 

150 East 42 nd Street 

New York, New York 10017 

(212) 949-9022 

(212) 949-9190 
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espectfully submitted, 




JAY$. CINAMON 
attorney for Applicants 
leg. No. 24 ,156 



kumaranM 1303kalia.rsp 



3 



